MISSOURI  EMERGENCY NURSES ASSOCIATION 

BYLAWS

2011
ARTICLE 1: NAME 

The name of this organization shall be the Missouri Emergency Nurses Association (MOENA), hereinafter referred to as the Missouri ENA, a not-for-profit corporation, incorporated in the State of Missouri. The National Emergency Nurses Association may hereinafter be referred to as the ENA. 

ARTICLE II: PURPOSE, OBJECTIVES, AND LIMITATIONS 

Section 1: 
Purpose 

The purposes for which the corporation is organized is educational, within the meaning of Section 501©(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, including but not limited to the advancement of emergency nursing through education and public awareness. Missouri ENA shall function as the specialty nursing organization for professional nurses committed to the advancement of emergency nursing in the State of Missouri. The Missouri ENA is chartered by the National Emergency Nurses Association to implement its philosophy, objectives, and leadership on the state level, as well as to coordinate the professional activities of Chapters within the State, in liaison with ENA. The Missouri ENA shall act in accordance with the Bylaws and Procedures established by the National Emergency Nurses Association. 

Section 2: 
Objectives 

A. Promote the specialty of Emergency Nursing in the State of 

            Missouri. 
B. Promote the interests of ENA’s members and to improve the professional environment of the emergency nurse through education and public awareness.
C. Promote ethical principles as defined in the ENA Code of Ethics for Emergency Nurses and the American Nurses Association Code of Ethics. 
D. Collaborate actively with other health related organizations to improve emergency care. 
E. Be the primary resource for emergency nursing leadership, education, and research. 
F. Define standards that serve as a basis for emergency nursing practice. 
G. Develop, disseminate and evaluate emergency nursing education and research.
H. Encourage interaction and mentorship among emergency nurses.
I. Identify and disseminate information on key trends affecting and pertinent to emergency nursing.
J. Serve as an advocate for the public regarding emergency care.
Section 3: 
Limitations 

No part of the net earnings of the Missouri ENA shall inure to the benefit of any private individual or organization, with the exception of donations to any group, organization, or entity promoting emergency nursing, when approved by the State Council. Further, no part of the income of the Missouri ENA shall be distributed to its members, director, or officers, provided however, that the payments of reasonable compensation for services rendered shall not be deemed a distribution of income. The Missouri ENA shall not participate in or intervene in (including the publication or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidates for public office.  
No assets of the Missouri ENA shall be used or employed in any manner which would disqualify it from being a non-profit organization under the laws of the State of Missouri and the National Emergency Nurses Association.

Article III: 
MEMBERSHIP AND DUES

Section 1: 
Classification 

A.
Active member : Any professional nurse with a valid, current nursing license (whether maintained as active or inactive status) who is a member of the National ENA and resides in Missouri, is employed in Missouri, or who selects Missouri as their desired state of membership, shall be a member of the Missouri ENA.  Membership in a Missouri ENA chapter shall be assigned in accordance with such member’s choice, or if not specified by that member, shall be assigned by the membership chair. 

B.
Affiliate member: A licensed practical nurse (LPN), licensed paramedic (EMT-P) or emergency medical technician (EMT), or a member of another allied health care field committed to emergency care, who is a National ENA member and has designated a desire to be associated with the Missouri ENA either with or without a chapter affiliation. Affiliate members do not have voting privileges and may not hold office.   Membership rights discussed in these bylaws refer to active members only unless otherwise specified. 

Section 2: 
Privileges 

A.
Membership in ENA gives automatic membership in the Chapter designated, or assigned by the Membership Committee if no designation is made, with representation at the State Council level. 

B.
Members shall have the right to vote and to run for office in chapter elections. 

Section 3: 
Responsibilities of Membership 

Each member has the responsibility to support the purpose and objectives of the ENA. 

Section 4: 
Dues 

A.
Membership dues for each classification shall be determined by the ENA Board of Directors and collected by ENA. 

B.
A single payment of membership dues shall include benefits at the National and State level. 

ARTICLE IV:  STATE COUNCIL COMPOSITION, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND QUORUM

Section 1: 
Composition 

A.
The state council of the Missouri ENA shall be the governing body of the State organization. Membership in the state council shall consist of the Executive Board plus delegates from each of the chapters. 




B.
Officers and Executive Board 

The Executive Board of the State Council shall consist of the officers of the state council. There shall be five (5) voting officers: President, President-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, and the Immediate Past President. There will be one non-voting officer in the position of treasurer-elect during the last year of the current treasurer’s term of office.
C.
Eligibility Requirements: 

1. 
Each officer of the state council must be a current active member of ENA. 

2.
A candidate for any position as State Council officer must have served as a voting member or alternate delegate of the state council within the last two years.

3.
A candidate for any office on the State Council must have attended a minimum of 50% of the State Council meetings within the previous 12 months prior to being nominated. 

D.
Responsibilities of the State Council
1. 
Each officer or delegate shall exercise the duties and responsibilities required of a member of the State Council. 

2.
Each officer or delegate shall serve as a voting member of the State Council, exercising all responsibilities specified in these bylaws, Standard Operating Procedures (hereinafter referred to as Procedures), and as assigned by the State Council. 

3.
In the event an officer or voting delegate fails to fulfill duties or responsibility the Procedures shall provide direction.

E.
Terms of Office 

1. 
The term of office for each officer shall commence January 1 of the elected term year. 

2.
The President-Elect shall succeed to the office of President at the conclusion of the term of the outgoing President. 

3.
The office of Immediate Past President shall be filled by the outgoing President at the conclusion of term of office. 

4.
The President and Secretary will be limited to two (2) consecutive years in each office. 

5.
The position of treasurer shall have 2 year terms.  However they shall not be limited in the number of terms in which they may hold office.
           F.
Committee Chairs: 

1.
Each chair person of a State Committee must be a current, active member of ENA. 

2.
Candidates for chair positions must attend a minimum of 50% of the State Council meetings in the 12 months prior to their appointment. 

3.
In the event a committee chair fails to fulfill duties or responsibilities the Procedures shall provide direction.
. 

G.
Chapter Delegates:

1.
Eligibility requirements 


Each delegate must be a current active member of ENA and must attend a minimum of 50% of the State Council meetings in the previous 12 months.

2.
Term of Office 

Chapter delegates shall be appointed by the Chapter to serve a one (1) year term, with any other limitations to be determined by the individual chapters. 
Section 2: 
Responsibilities of the Executive Board:

A.
Perform all duties entrusted to officers and directors of a corporation as outlined by the Missouri State Statutes. 

B.
Abide by the Bylaws and Guidelines of the ENA. 

C.
Oversee the business and financial affairs of the State Council. 

D.
Provide strategic direction for the Missouri ENA.
E.
Oversee the activities of the chapters.

F.
Serve as a resource for Emergency Nurses within Missouri and elsewhere. 

Section 3: 
Elections 

A.
Nominations and Elections shall be held in accordance with the Procedures.

Section 4: 
Vacancies 

A.
If the Office of President becomes vacant, the President-Elect shall succeed to the office of President. 

B.
In the event that the office of Immediate Past President becomes vacant, the previous Immediate Past President may remain for a second term. 

C.
In the event of a vacancy in any position other than President on the Executive Board, the State Council may conduct a special balloting of the State Council to fill the vacancy or vacancies.

D.
No member shall hold two offices on the Executive Board simultaneously. 
E.  
In the event the office of treasurer shall become vacant, the Treasurer-Elect shall succeed to the office of Treasurer.
Section 5: 
Meetings 

The State Council shall endeavor to meet on a quarterly basis or more frequently, as circumstances warrant.  The President may convene Executive Board meetings as needed.

Section 6. 
Quorum 

A quorum shall constitute greater than 50% of the voting members.
ARTICLE V:  EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Section 1. 
Function 

A.
The Executive Board shall assist the State Council in managing the affairs of the Missouri ENA between meetings and shall have duties and powers delegated by the State Council and as outlined here. 

B.
Duties 

1.
The Executive Board may carry out any duties and expend any monies that have been previously approved by the state council. 

2.
The Executive Board may, upon a decision by a majority of its members, expend money not to exceed the amount approved in the procedures. 
3.
All decisions, expenditures, and actions made or undertaken by the Executive Board will be reported to the next state council meeting. 

ARTICLE VI:  DELEGATES TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The delegation to the General Assembly shall be approved by the President, with recommendations of the Membership and Compliance Committees, utilizing a point system, in accordance with Procedures.  The President and President-elect will be automatic delegates. 

ARTICLE VII:  COMMITTEES 

The State Council shall have committees appointed in sufficient numbers necessary to address the State Council objectives, professional practice, special interests, and State Council programs in accordance with Procedures 

ARTICLE VIII:  OFFICIAL PUBLICATION 

The official publication shall be The Central Line, which shall reflect the purpose, mission, objectives, and positions of Missouri ENA.
ARTICLE IX:  CHAPTERS 

Section 1: 
Purpose 

Each chapter shall be chartered by the National ENA in accordance with their procedures, and shall actively support the purpose of ENA. 

Section 2 
Function 

Each chapter shall function within the framework of the Missouri and National ENA to coordinate and to implement activities at the chapter level. 

Section 3 
Composition 

Each chapter is composed of individual ENA members. Each chapter shall consist of no fewer than 5 active ENA members. 

Section 4 
Responsibility 

A.
Each chapter has the responsibility to identify delegate representation for active participation at the state council level. Each Chapter shall appoint three (3) delegates and up two (2) alternate delegates to make up their contingent of voting members at State Council meetings. 

B.
Each Chapter shall present required documentation in accordance with procedures.
Section 5 
Active Chapter status is defined as holding a minimum of four (4) chapter meetings per year and representation by attendance at a minimum of two (2) State Councils meetings per year. 

ARTICLE X:
PARLIMENTARY PROCEDURES:

The current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern ENA in all cases to which they are applicable.

ARTICLE XI:  AMMENDMENTS:

Section 1
Amendments to the Bylaws may be proposed by any member of the Missouri State Council or under the signature of five (5) Missouri ENA Active members. 
Section 2
In order to be approved, amendments must be submitted in writing to the State Council.  They will be presented, discussed and/or modified and disseminated to the Chapters for their review.  The amendment will be voted on at the next State Council meeting.  Amendment changes will require a 2/3’s vote of the State Council.

ARTICLE XII:  DISSOLUTION OF CHAPTERS:

Section 1
Chapters may be dissolved at the request of the chapter, as determined by a vote of the chapter or by a petition from any two chapter officers certifying that they have been unable to obtain a quorum for at least six months to validate such a vote. 

Section 2
Chapters may be dissolved by the state council when there has been no duly certified delegate or alternate delegate attend a state council meeting for a period of one year or more. 

Section 3
Chapters may be dissolved by the state council when they are unable to maintain a membership of five or more members. 

Section 4
Chapters who consistently fail to comply with state responsibilities may be subject to dissolution.

Section 5
In the event a chapter is dissolved, all chapter funds remaining after any outstanding debts are paid shall revert to the Missouri ENA State Council treasury. 

Section 6
Chapters can also be dissolved under the decision/direction of National ENA. 
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